
 

 

 
            19th April 2024 

Holywell is a NO NUT Zone. 
 

Message from  
Mrs. Lowrey 

 
What a fantastic way to end the week, with the sun shining and children outside playing happily!  Suddenly, it 
feels like spring is certainly arriving.  We have had a very quick week in school, it feels as if our first week back has 
flown by!  We have had plenty of successes to enjoy, well done everyone! 
 
This week, I want to say a well done to Violet B and Daisy C who have both made tremendous progress in their 
writing.  Both girls have shared their work with me and I was astounded by the leaps forward they have made and 
both children deserve recognition for the creativity and enjoyment they have shown in their writing.  I am so 
proud girls, well done! 
 
Also, other children are making excellent progress in other areas, from maths 
99 club to music and arts!  Our reception children have done some super art 
work and writing as well and all of the class came to show me their 
describing words about “We are going on a Bear Hunt” – super work! 
 
We have had some fantastic sporting events on this week and I am 
impressed with the children’s behaviours throughout.  They showed 
excellent sportsmanship in the cross-country event, good listening in the 
playleader training with Mrs Farr and excellent ability in the sport and joy 
training on Thursday.  Phew!  What a busy week!   
 
Online social media 
 
Recently, it has been brought to my attention on a small number of occasions that some of our children have 
been involved in some unkind behaviour at home on social media platforms.  Of course, these behaviours are not 
acceptable and although schools are limited to what they can do, I have supported parents on these occasions as I 
do expect Holywell children to know better than this and show the same behaviours at home as they would at 
school.   
 
Should your child be involved in any online behaviour, please do not panic.  In many ways, children are all learning 
on both sides and the internet is simply widening experiences that are fairly typical day to day and of course, 
children will make mistakes.  Please do talk to us and I will try to offer some advice.  Supervision always helps 
children to avoid making mistakes online or use of consequences at home to help reinforce the behaviours.  
Should your child be the victim of some unkindness, again, supervise and talk to each other as parents.  

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

 

 
 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 
 
www.primaryschoolsbarnstaple.co.uk 

holywell@ventrus.org.uk 

http://www.primaryschoolsbarnstaple.co.uk/


 

 

Remember, all children make mistakes, but when this becomes targeted or frequent or numerous – this is simply 
not acceptable. 
 
As a parent, I understand the appeal for children and also the demand that can be put upon you to allow children 
on social media, however there are wider implications and there are age recommendations that I will begin to 
provide you in a weekly newsletter with the intention of trying to support each other as we navigate our children 
through their online journeys.  I hope this helps!  A thank you to Lucia who has researched some workshop and 
learning opportunities for the children in addition to their curriculum learning in this area.   
 
Bus children 
 
As we are more settled on the bus, I would be grateful if  you could speak to the children about making sure they 
tell the adult (typically me – Mrs Lowrey) and point to their grown-up that is collecting.  At times, the bus parks in 
a place where it can be tricky to guarantee that I have seen a child go to their adult and it is important that I see 
all of the children go safely.   In this way, please could parents also ensure that I have seen all children off the bus 
if they wish to speak to me.  I completely appreciate this is tricky and has not caused any problems so far, but I do 
not want to take any risks.  If you would like to speak to me, I would suggest waiting on the gravel and I will come 
to you as soon as I can. 
 
Cross-country event with Roundswell 
By Harvey (This is Harvey’s write up for his class, I have not yet received the full break down of results – well done 
Harvey for being class sports journalist!) 
 

On Tuesday Holywell did a cross-country at Roundswell. They had to run across the field, through 
the gate into the wildlife area. Coming out of the wildlife area, they ran around the nursery area and 
through another gate to complete a lap. Everyone tried really hard. I really enjoyed when I won the 
race and hope to run again soon. 
 
Winners 
Year 6 
1st Callan 
2nd Paddy 
3rd Olivia 
 
Year 5 
1st Harvey 
2nd Lola 
3rd Thomas Morley 
 
Holywell Site news 
 
You may have seen that Steve has been busy over Easter with the reconstruction of the memory garden at the 
front of the school.  He has also smartened up the cross and is busy removing pots from the playground that are 
no longer fit for purpose.  The thatch and the rooves are also now clear of moss and the school is beginning to 
look a lot smarter. 
 
I am now pleased to confirm that the start date for the builders to be on site is Monday 29th April.  They will be 
setting up their site and beginning with removing the chemical store and the concrete steps to the classroom.  
The asbestos removal with then be the next step.  Myself and the teachers will be onsite on Tuesday after school 
to work on the other classrooms and map a plan for return over the weeks ahead. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

West Buckland Open Day – Monday 6th May 
 
Please see here information regarding the West Buckland Open Day.  This looks like a fantastic opportunity to 
explore the school and seek further information.   
 

 
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestbuckland.com%2Fadmissions%2Fope
n-days-and-
visits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crlowrey%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cba92e2fd342346e070c308dc5fe005ec%7C668515dd
a7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638490663120154560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoPBE%2Bgfsg%2FNF
RJLNNjSAy7TkuTlwIanKA79tXpZUFE%3D&reserved=0 
 
Links you may find useful. 
HANDi Paediatric app: advice for common childhood conditions - One Devon 
 
Diary Dates  
15th April – Year 5 Leadership training with Chris Farr 
30th April – KS2 Lifeguard talk. 
1st May – Year 2 Tennis festival 
7th May – Year 3 & 4 Cricket 
7th May – Proposed trip for Years R, 1 & 2 - details to follow  
10th May – Year 1 Multi Skills 
13th May – 17th May – Year 6 SATs week 
22nd May – Wilcombe Wobbler cross country 
24th May – Torrington Aquathlon 
27th June – proposed date for a trip for Foxes class – details to follow 
1st & 2nd July – Year 6 Taster days Pilton 
11th & 12th July – Year 6 Taster days Park 
Other dates to be added when know e.g. Class trips, sports day, and leavers service. 
 
Term Dates 
May Day Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May 2024 
Half Term – Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2024 inclusive. 
Last day of term – Tuesday 23rd July 2024 
First day of the Autumn tern 2024-2025 – Thursday 5th September 2024 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestbuckland.com%2Fadmissions%2Fopen-days-and-visits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crlowrey%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cba92e2fd342346e070c308dc5fe005ec%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638490663120154560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoPBE%2Bgfsg%2FNFRJLNNjSAy7TkuTlwIanKA79tXpZUFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestbuckland.com%2Fadmissions%2Fopen-days-and-visits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crlowrey%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cba92e2fd342346e070c308dc5fe005ec%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638490663120154560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoPBE%2Bgfsg%2FNFRJLNNjSAy7TkuTlwIanKA79tXpZUFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestbuckland.com%2Fadmissions%2Fopen-days-and-visits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crlowrey%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cba92e2fd342346e070c308dc5fe005ec%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638490663120154560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoPBE%2Bgfsg%2FNFRJLNNjSAy7TkuTlwIanKA79tXpZUFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestbuckland.com%2Fadmissions%2Fopen-days-and-visits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crlowrey%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cba92e2fd342346e070c308dc5fe005ec%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638490663120154560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoPBE%2Bgfsg%2FNFRJLNNjSAy7TkuTlwIanKA79tXpZUFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestbuckland.com%2Fadmissions%2Fopen-days-and-visits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crlowrey%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cba92e2fd342346e070c308dc5fe005ec%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638490663120154560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoPBE%2Bgfsg%2FNFRJLNNjSAy7TkuTlwIanKA79tXpZUFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestbuckland.com%2Fadmissions%2Fopen-days-and-visits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crlowrey%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cba92e2fd342346e070c308dc5fe005ec%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638490663120154560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoPBE%2Bgfsg%2FNFRJLNNjSAy7TkuTlwIanKA79tXpZUFE%3D&reserved=0
https://onedevon.org.uk/our-work/services-and-support/children-and-young-people/handi-app/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
School Uniform 
https://schoolthreads.org/collections/holywell-c-of-e 
 
PE T-shirts will still be available to purchase from school. 
 

 
Ventrus Job Vacancies 

https://ventrus.current-vacancies.com/v?id=VENTRUSMUL&t=Ventrus-Careers 
Including vacancies at local schools. 

 
Free School Meals 
Check if your child can get free school meals and additional funding support. 
All children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free school meals. 
However, parents and guardians are encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol their child in 
school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ funding to support learning. 
From year 3 onwards, children whose parents are getting any of the following are entitled to free school meals: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods). 

• Income Support (IS). 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income 

that does not exceed £16,190). 
• Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit). 
  
How to apply 
Apply through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting 
an instant decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 
 
 
School Transport 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/ 

 
School and college transport – 
Education and Families 
School transport information, 
including free school transport. 
www.devon.gov.uk 

 
NEW Privacy Notices – November 2023 
Important information 

Ventrus main privacy notice can be found at  https://ventrus.org.uk/our-people/privacy-notices/ 

 

Ventrus pupil privacy notice can be forum at  https://ventrus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pupil-Privacy-

Notice-2022-23-Academy-Ventrus-Nov-22.pdf 

  

https://schoolthreads.org/collections/holywell-c-of-e
https://ventrus.current-vacancies.com/v?id=VENTRUSMUL&t=Ventrus-Careers
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Feducationandfamilies%2Fschool-information%2Fschool-meals%2Fnew-starter-pupil-premium&data=05%7C01%7CElaine.Palmer%40ventrus.org.uk%7C7109e4304a9443c58c6708db26ce8e88%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638146440824987705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E1xb%2B33KaszaeeBnofCVVbtqTBsE1ead7Mmg28rMO34%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foneonline.devon.gov.uk%2FCCSCitizenPortal_LIVE%2FAccount%2FLogin%3FReturnUrl%3D%252fCCSCitizenPortal_live&data=05%7C01%7CElaine.Palmer%40ventrus.org.uk%7C7109e4304a9443c58c6708db26ce8e88%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638146440824987705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TDzWR7PVGNQy40PMgfbNnyUdRz%2BFPER5%2F05sUzSpOXM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/
https://ventrus.org.uk/our-people/privacy-notices/
https://ventrus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pupil-Privacy-Notice-2022-23-Academy-Ventrus-Nov-22.pdf
https://ventrus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pupil-Privacy-Notice-2022-23-Academy-Ventrus-Nov-22.pdf


 

 

 
 
 
 

 


